Westfield Community Primary School
Hoddesdon

Welcome
The County Council is currently in the process of a statutory consultation
with the local community as to whether or not to proceed with the
relocation and enlargement of Westfield Community Primary School from
its current site to the High Leigh Garden Village development. The statutory
consultation period is 10th January 2018 to 27th February 2018.
aerial photograph

proposed site
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As part of that process this consultation event describes the location for the new enlarged
school and describes feasibility work that has been undertaken to show how the proposals
could be delivered.
The purpose of the consultation today is to inform and seek the views of the local community.
The proposals could in the future be the subject of a detailed planning application that would
be submitted to the County Planning Authority but the proposals are still in the early stages of
development.
The panels displayed here today explain:
• The background to the proposed
relocation and enlargement

site location

• How early work is underway on the
proposed site to look at traffic, trees,
ecology, flooding, drainage and other
environmental issues
• Where the building might go and how it
fits in with the wider masterplan
• What the new school site layout could
look like
• What the new building appearance
could look like
• How you can make your views known
on what you have seen this evening
• How to make your views known, in the
future, to the County Planning Authority
once a planning application has been
submitted
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Westfield Community Primary School
Hoddesdon

Background to the proposals
In April 2015 outline planning permission was granted for up to 523
new dwellings at High Leigh Hoddesdon. A masterplan for the new
development is shown below. The new dwellings will generate a need for a
new 1form of entry (fe) primary school. The masterplan shows a location for
a new 1fe primary school.
The County Council has a preference for schools of at least 2fe because it considers that they
are financially and educationally more viable in the long term. Larger schools can also offer
a broad curriculum and enhanced opportunities for staff development. A 2fe school would
manage fluctuations in pupil numbers more easily than a smaller school. A new school would
be modern, more energy efficient and can be designed to the latest guidance on new school
building design.
The existing Westfield School which is 1fe lies less than half a mile to the east of the proposed new
school. The County Council has an option to acquire extra land at the new school site to enable
the provision of a 2fe school. If this proposal is agreed then the existing Westfield School would
be relocated to the new site. Once vacated, the existing Westfield site would be redeveloped
for housing. The sale of the site will help facilitate the enlagement and relocation of the school to
new modern premises
Feasibility work has been completed on the new school site to show how a 2fe school could work
on the site to make sure that it could be delivered but only if it is agreed that this is the preferred
way forward. The Governing Body of Westfield School is supportive of the relocation and
enlargement principle and has been involved in discussions with the County Council about what
a new school might look like and how it could be accommodated on the High Leigh site.
illustrative masterplan
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Westfield Community Primary School
Hoddesdon

The site
The primary school site is located in the centre of the proposed High Leigh
development north of the Dinant Link road. At this stage the masterplan
shows some detail but this could change as the housing development
designs are progressed.
The County Council is undertaking a number of technical studies on the school site to satisfy itself
that there are no impediments to development being brought forward for either a 1fe or 2fe
primary school. This has been supplemented by studies undertaken by the developer as part of
the outline planning application. The site has the following features:
• There are no buildings on the site at present
• There is one tree that falls within the development area
• The site slopes and would need to be re-graded to construct the playing fields
• There are some trees along the boundary to Bramble Lane
The technical studies include:
• Topographical survey (made available from the developer) which accurately plots all levels,
trees and hedgerows
• Tree survey showing only one tree of C (low category) on the site
• An ecological impact assessment that shows that the site is not of major ecological
importance but that potential protected species in Bramble Lane may need to be
monitored during construction
• An archaeological investigation which confirms the site is likely to have low-moderate
potential for iron age/roman evidence and low potential for other past periods of activity so
some field evaluation may be required before any school development commences
• Access and car parking appraisal which shows the number of spaces and visitor drop off
that would be required for the 2fe school to be sure they can be accommodated
• Potential pedestrian access arrangements
• A flood risk and drainage strategy that shows how sustainable drainage can be
accommodated on the site
All these studies are in their early stages and will be developed as the County Council and the
School Governing Body proceed with the detailed planning application.
access arrangements

vehicular access routes
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Westfield Community Primary School
Hoddesdon

Indicative site layout
A feasibility study has been completed to see how a 2fe primary school
could be accommodated on the larger school site that includes the
additional land that the County Council would acquire to proceed with the
2fe option. The key features of the site layout are:
• A two storey L shaped building comprising a teaching wing with classroom accommodation
for nursey and primary school age children, hall, activity studio, offices, and dining facilities
• Separate play area for nursery and reception children, and years 1-4
• Games courts and grass pitches for sports provision
• Additional landscaping around the site boundaries
• Visitor and staff car parking to highway standards
• Cycle and scooter parking to meet the needs of pupils
• Car parking for parent drop off and collection
• Swales and an attenuation basin for sustainable surface water drainage
• Pedestrian links to enable access to footway routes serving existing and proposed residential
development
• Access from the new link road which connects directly in to the Dinant Link Road
indicative site layout
01 Site entrance/exit
02 Pedestrian access points
03 Car parking
04 Main entrance
05 Nursery entrance
06 Nursery play
07 Reception play
08 Games court - hard surface
09 Grass pitches
10 Habitat area
11 Screen planting on boundary to adjacent site
12 Bin store
13 Drainage swale/basins
14 Emergency/service areas
15 Artificial grass
16 Ornamental shrub planting
17 Covered bicycle stand
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Westfield Community Primary School
Hoddesdon

Indicative school building design
The feasibility study has also looked at the building appearance and
materials.
The school would;
• Be fully accessible for adults and pupils with disabilities
• Use sustainable construction techniques and comply with the most up to date Government
sustainability requirements
• Be designed to create a truly integrated and inclusive school enhancing learning
opportunities for everyone
• Be designed to take advantage of natural daylight and ventilation and will incorporate the
highest standards of design in order to create a sustainable environment
• Utilise building materials that will break up the mass of the teaching wings
• Have an ICT rich environment optimising techniques for the multi-use of space

view of entrance

view from playground

first floor plan

ground floor plan
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Westfield Community Primary School
Hoddesdon

What happens next?
The views of everyone attending this consultation are an important
part of the process of consultation. All the comments collected in the
questionnaire will be evaluated and considered before a planning
application is submitted to the County Planning Authority. The final
decision on the proposal will probably be taken by the County Council
in consultation with the School Governing Body in April 2018 pending the
outcome of the statutory consultation. If a decision is made to proceed
then this feasibility study will be developed into a detailed planning
application which would be submitted to the County Planning Authority.
Today’s consultation would form part of that planning application. The timing of a planning
submission could also depend on progress being made on the wider High Leigh development.
The school site is, of course, part of the wider development and services would need to be in
place before any construction could take place.
As the feasibility work has not yet been progressed to the planning application stage it may be
that the proposals you have viewed at the consultation today may change as a result of the
consultation process and through further technical work.
If a planning application is submitted at some point in the future it will be managed by the

Hertfordshire County Council Spatial Planning and Land Use Unit
who can be contacted on 01992 556266.
If you wish to view these panels after this consultation event they will be displayed on the Vincent
and Gorbing web site for a period of 5 days after the consultation closes.
You can also fill the questionnaire in on line at:

www.vincent-gorbing.co.uk/consultation
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/consultations
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