1 Introduction
Welcome

at Westmill, north of Ware

Where is the development?
The proposed development is located north west
of Ware, adjacent to the A602 Westmill Road.

What is the proposed development?
A split-level HWRC for deposit of wastes for reuse, recycling, recovery/disposal together with a
Re-Use Centre, weighbridge, site offices and staff
welfare facilities.
The facility would be designed with capacity to
receive up to 300,000 visitors and around 10,000
tonnes of waste per annum.

Site location plan

The existing HWRC
The existing HWRC was built on an old landfill
site in the 1970s and requires modernisation and
expansion. It struggles to accommodate visitor
demand due to space restrictions for containers
and a lack of parking spaces, often resulting in
queuing on the A602.
The redevelopment would provide more space
for public and operational vehicles, including a
lowered area for some skips making it easier to
deposit heavy items into skips below.

Photo of existing HWRC

The current HWRC uses the corner of the wider
proposed development site, nearest the road.
The existing and proposed HWRC operates
completely independently of the Biffa landfill
nearby, and is not affected by the current
application to extend the time for operation there.

The role of Hertfordshire County
Council

Aerial image of proposed development site boundary (approximate), looking
north east

The proposed development is being prepared
on behalf of Hertfordshire County Council as the
Waste Disposal Authority. The role of the Waste
Disposal Authority is to manage waste collected
by local councils and provide a network of
HWRCs.
The planning application will be submitted to a
separate Hertfordshire County Council planning
department who will independently determine the
application.
Aerial image of proposed development site boundary (approximate), looking
south west

Next Steps
Your views are an important part of the development process and we are keen to find out what
you think about the proposed Household Waste Recycling Centre at Ware. Please have a look at
the exhibition boards and provide any comments on one of our feedback forms. These boards and
feedback forms will also be available on www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/consultations until 19th July.
It is anticipated that the planning application will be submitted to Hertfordshire County Council later
in the summer of 2017. This application will be advertised and the plans will then be available to view
on www.hertfordshire.gov.uk. Public comments on the planning application can then be formally
submitted on the council website at that time.
Thank you for attending the event today.
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Ware Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC)

The purpose of this exhibition is to provide you with an opportunity to view the proposals for the
redevelopment and expansion of the Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC) at Ware.

2 The Proposed Development
How would the proposed HWRC operate?

In the west of the proposed development, a single storey Re-Use Centre would provide for a workshop,
storage and re-use shop, small office and facilities including an accessible WC for people with disabilities.
In the north east of the proposed development, a two-storey Site Office building would provide a reception
office, meeting/training room and welfare facilities.
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The proposed HWRC would provide for one-way clockwise circulation of visitor vehicles, with 50 car
parking/unloading spaces set between two main rows of waste containers. The containers to the east would
be set at a lower level than the parking to allow the majority of waste to be deposited without the need for
lifting or carrying up steps.

What would the opening times be?
The existing HWRC is open for residents between 10am and 6pm, five days a week. The
planning application will seek increased operating hours from 7am to 9pm, seven days a
week. This will allow flexibility to meet future demand, will allow container servicing outside
of opening hours for residents’ access, and will help to avoid queuing at the facility.

How would the site be accessed?
The current junction off the A602 would continue to be used. This section of road is
already being improved by the council (works scheduled to commence later this year) to
realign the bend and provide a left-turn lane into the HWRC site.

What would the redeveloped site look like?

Proposed Site Office

Proposed Re-Use Centre

3D views of proposed development

3

Main Environmental Considerations
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Traffic and Transport
The proposed HWRC is intended to accommodate long
term future growth in population, so it has been designed
with capacity for up to 300,000 resident visits per year. The
current level is around 155,000 per year. This would be up to
around 800-1,200 vehicles per day, depending on the number
of operating days. There would also be up to around 10-14
Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) per day on average to collect
full waste containers. Improvements being made to the A602
(including a separate left-turn lane into the HWRC entrance)
and the increased capacity on the HWRC site will mean the
site and road network can safely accommodate this traffic.

Aerial image of proposed development site boundary
(approximate), looking south west

Ecology
Surveys undertaken for the proposed development have
concluded that habitats present on this former landfill site are
common and widespread. The site supports a population
of common reptiles, but no great crested newts or other
European protected species. It has one group of active badger
setts, and is used by bats for foraging/transit.
The development would include relocating species affected
(badgers and reptiles) to suitable habitat nearby, to avoid
loss of biodiversity. It is also proposed to provide biodiversity
enhancement by creating new high-value habitat off-site:
several locations for this are currently being studied.

Ephemeral glade in western portion with monitoring well in
foreground

Odour & Amenity
The proposed HWRC would accept the same types of waste
as the current facility, mainly dry recyclable household and
similar waste, and would therefore continue to have very little
potential for odour generation or vermin attraction.
There have been no odour complaints attributed to the
existing HWRC facility, and with appropriate mitigation and
control measures, it is not anticipated that the proposed
facility would differ from this.

Ephemeral, short perennial glade in the west of the site

Drainage
The proposed development would introduce a larger
impermeable surface area with a sustainable drainage system
to maintain water quality and reduce flood risks. A Flood Risk
Assessment will be undertaken for the proposed development.
This is an improvement over the current facility, which drains
informally into the old landfill at the site’s boundaries.

Bare earth track, former access track to quarry

Landscaping
The current HWRC is well screened from views by the trees
around it. These trees will be retained and further landscape
planting is proposed to strengthen the screening around the
edges of the site. From the road, the top of the two-storey site
office is likely to be just visible – which would have wooden
cladding to help it blend in with the surrounding woodland.
The existing HWRC

Construction
Should planning permission be granted, the construction of
the proposed HWRC would last approximately 12 months,
starting in summer 2018.
These works would include earthworks, laying of hardstanding
and roadways, drainage, construction of buildings, installing
signage, fencing, road markings, waste containers and
finally the soft landscaping. There would also be precommencement works to clear the site and undertake badger
and reptile relocation.

View looking south east over former quarry, ephemeral short
perennial glade in centre

