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OVERVIEW
Greenspace Action Plans
Greenspace Actions Plans (GAPs) are map-based management plans which specify
activities that should take place on a site over a stated period of time; these activities will
help to deliver the agreed aspirations which the site managers and stakeholders have
identified for that site.

Public Engagement
Engagement with stakeholders is at the centre of effective management planning on any
site. An initial engagement period was held for five weeks in December 2017 and January
2018, to establish core aims and objectives for the site; these are reflected in Section 3. This
plan has been produced for a second stage of engagement to enable stakeholders to
comment on the proposed management actions for the site.

Coordination with St Albans City & District Council
As the Nickey Line leaves from Hemel Hempstead towards Redbourn, it crosses into the St
Albans District Council (SADC) administrative area. A GAP is already in place for the St
Albans section.
The programme of works for the Dacorum section has been produced to complement the
programme in the St Albans section. A coordinated approach will be taken wherever
practical to deliver projects jointly to ensure continuity across the administrative boundary.
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1.0
1.1

SUMMARY
Site Summary

Site Name: Nickey Line (Dacorum)
Site Address: Adeyfield Road, Hemel Hempstead to Brockswood Drive, Hemel Hempstead
Grid Reference: TL059074 to TL082096
Size: 3.5km/ 2.2miles
Designations: none
Owner: Dacorum Borough Council

1.2

Vision Statement

The Nickey Line should be a well valued sustainable transport corridor that allows people to
connect with their local history and with wildlife, providing the opportunity for safe, off-road
travel.
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2.0
2.1

SITE DESCRIPTION
Introduction

The Nickey Line is a closed railway line that connects the settlements of Hemel Hempstead,
Redbourn and Harpenden. The line is now approximately 7.2 miles long, with about 1.4
miles at the Hemel Hempstead end having been lost to historic development.
The primary present-day function is a recreational route for pedestrians and cyclists, forming
part of the Sustrans National Cycle Route 57 connecting Welwyn Garden City and Oxford as
well as the Chiltern Cycleway.
The current route broadly follows the original position of the rail line, with the exception of
minor repositioning through the Maylands industrial area in Hemel Hempstead and alongside
Redbourn.
Ownership of the Nickey Line is divided between Dacorum Borough Council (DBC), St
Albans City & District Council (SADC) and Hertfordshire County Council (HCC). The
sections owned by SADC and DBC correspond with the district boundaries. HCC ownership
is along a 1.3 mile section within St Albans District, adjacent to the village of Redbourn,
which is managed by SADC on their behalf.
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The Friends of the Nickey Line (FoNL) was established in 2006 and the group is active in the
research and publicity of the line and in carrying out management through their volunteer
work parties. They also source funding towards management and improvement projects.
The aims of the group are:




To conserve and enhance the Nickey Line for the benefit of the local communities
and wildlife.
To encourage and maintain community interest in the Nickey Line.
To advise, assist and work with any person or body which shares a common interest
in the Nickey Line.

FoNL works in collaboration with CMS and SADC to develop an annual work programme. It
is anticipated that with this plan there will be scope for increased collaboration between
FoNL and DBC, with an increase in activity within Hemel Hempstead.
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2.2

Landscape Character Areas

This plan divides the Dacorum section of the Nickey Line into three character areas. These
are described working from the centre of Hemel Hempstead in the direction of Harpenden.
2.2.1

Highfield Residential Area

The Nickey Line officially begins within Hemel Hempstead at Adeyfield Road. The first
section has a path that runs along the old railway embankment and an alternative cycle
friendly option alongside. After several hundred metres these give way to the Keen Fields
open recreational space. At this location the route is broadly indistinguishable from other
paths within the park. At the northern end of Keen Fields, steps take you up onto the former
rail embankment, at which point the Nickey Line begins to take on its own character.
Located at a significantly higher level and lined with trees, the Nickey Line becomes a
relaxed space above the sights and sounds of the town below. Moving north along the route,
as the surrounding land rises to become higher than the line itself, you quickly become
immersed in a corridor of mature, well established trees and dense understorey. The
enclosure within nature defines the space and creates an immediate contrast with the
surrounding area.
On approach to Fletcher Way, the Nickey Line widens. The previous enclosure is replaced
by a more open feel. The wider path creates greater visibility and appreciation of the mature
trees that line the route. These vary from well-formed trees that create an impressive avenue
through to a dense mass of spindly trees. There are also gaps within the canopy which open
up views of the surrounding houses, losing the sense of escape into nature that the route
otherwise provides.
The line narrows again alongside the Pennine Way sports ground, on approach to the former
location of Godwin’s Halt. The exposed metal palisade fence beside Saturn Way becomes
imposing, creating an unwelcome feel. The route then runs along the edge of Yew Tree
Wood. Despite the route’s location within the woodland, the presence of the adjacent
industrial development limits the feeling of tranquillity the location would otherwise provide.
2.2.2

Maylands Business Park

As you reach Redbourn Road you emerge from the natural corridor back into the urban
landscape. Surfacing improvements between Redbourn Road and Eastman Way have
improved the legibility of the route and the wide path gives stature to the Nickey Line.
However, upon reaching Eastman Way the route becomes disjointed. It moves through a
space defined by the industrial park, rather than creating its own character and identity.
As the Nickey Line re-enters an off-road route to the east of Eastman Way the path is
narrow, squeezed by the adjacent developments. Trees and shrubs fail to screen the
surrounding industry, where it feels like the natural corridor fought with the industrial
landscape and lost.
2.2.3

Woodhall Farm Residential Area

To the east of Three Cherry Trees Lane the Nickey Line takes on the feel of a natural
corridor once again. Unlike in the industrial area of Maylands, or the residential area of
Highcliffe, adjacent developments face towards rather than away from the Nickey Line,
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giving the route a greater feel of openness. Trees and hedges separate the Nickey Line from
these adjacent residential areas, either existing or under development.
Despite its width and natural feel, this section of the route is uniform in its character, which
quickly becomes uninspiring. The shaded paths and restricted views caused by the trees
and hedgerows continue beyond the ownership boundary, giving a similar character all the
way up to the M1.
2.2.4

The St Albans District section of the Nickey Line

A more detailed assessment of the landscape character within St Albans district is outlined
in St Albans Nickey Line GAP.

2.3

History

2.3.1

Historical Overview

As a rail line, the route originally connected Hemel Hempstead with the Midland Main Line at
Harpenden. Officially called the Harpenden to Hemel Hempstead Railway, it was commonly
known as the Nickey Line.
Construction of the line was initially driven by trade as well as passengers. When the line
opened in 1877 it included four passenger trains and one goods train, stopping at Hemel
Hempsted (different to the present day Hemel Hempstead station, note historic spelling) and
Redbourn stations before joining the Midland line on its way up to Luton. This provided an
important connection between the straw plaiting textiles trade at Hemel Hempstead and the
hat making of Luton.
As the straw plaiting industry declined in the late 19th and early 20th century, the line shifted
its focus towards passengers. Following a takeover by Midland Rail, a southern connection
was added in 1888 onto the junction with the Midland Rail line, thereby joining up with the
London-bound train at Harpenden Central station. The northern link to Luton was closed at
the same time. During the early part of the 20th century Heath Park Halt, Godwin’s Halt,
Beaumont’s Halt and Roundwood Halt were opened to encourage passenger use.
A connection was made to Boxmoor Station (now Hemel Hempstead). However, this was
only briefly used for goods trains before closure.
With low usage, passenger services ceased in 1947. Goods trains remained until the
expansion of Hemel Hempstead in the 1960s, albeit on an increasingly rare basis.
Thereafter, part of the line remained in use by the Hemelite brickworks, becoming privately
owned by them in 1968.
The upgrade of the Bedford Line (former Midland Line) removed the junction at Harpenden
in 1979, leading to the final closure of the line. The tracks were removed in 1982 and the
route opened as a cycleway and footway in 1985.
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2.3.2

Route Closure

With the gradual closure of the Nickey Line and the expansion of Hemel Hempstead new
town in the 1960s, the section of the Nickey Line closest to the town centre was lost. As a
result, distinctive features including Hemel Hempsted Station, Heath Park Halt and goods
depot and the Marlowes Viaduct are no longer present.
There is now little evidence remaining of the railway line to the southwest of Keen Fields,
with the exception of an embankment and line of trees where the route would have once
crossed the River Bulbourne, now owned by the Box Moor Trust.

2.3.3

Historical Points of Interest

Across the length of the Nickey Line there are few remnant features to remind users of its
former use as a rail line. Within Dacorum Borough the most recognisable feature is a bridge
which was located to the northeast of Godwin’s Halt. The ground level beside the bridge is
now much higher than it would have been during the railway’s usage, giving little clearance
beneath the structure and leaving the user at the height of the bridge rather than beneath it.
The bridge can still be used to cross from the Nickey Line to a path leading to Pennine Way.
There is no longer evidence of Godwin’s Halt itself.

The Godwin’s Halt bridge, currently largely obscured by scrub growth

Claydale Siding was the most recently used feature of the Nickey Line, allowing continued
use up to 1979 with access to the Hemelite brickworks. Although the sidings themselves
cannot be seen, a bridge does cross the road access point that was once used for the
brickworks, offering a reminder of the past.

Nickey Line (Dacorum) Greenspace Action Plan 2019-2024

9

2.4

Habitats and Wildlife

2.4.1

A Green Corridor

As a linear route lined with vegetation, the Nickey Line creates a continuous habitat across
the Hertfordshire countryside. This makes it an important biodiversity resource but also
brings nature into the heart of the urban centre of Hemel Hempstead where it is readily
accessed and enjoyed by people.

2.4.2

Hedgerows

Hedgerows are a key feature of the route through the Woodhall Farm residential area where
they create a sense of enclosure from the surrounding developments. Many of these
hedgerows are overmature, with tall specimens and frequent gaps.

2.4.3

Trees

Trees form an important component of the Highfield residential area, where there is a mix of
well-formed mature trees that create an impressive canopy and groups of tall, poorly formed
trees that have grown in close proximity to each other. Common species include beech, oak,
sycamore and ash.
The scrub growth and ground flora beneath the trees provides an important habitat and a
buffer to the adjacent houses. This includes holly where beech trees are prevalent, whilst
other areas are dominated by bramble.
There are a number of mature trees also present within the Woodhall Farm residential area,
although these are typically spaced further apart.

2.4.4

Woodlands

Yew Tree Wood is a notable woodland connected to the Nickey Line. As the name suggests,
the prevalence of yew give the woods a unique character. There is good access from the
Nickey Line into the woods, which are owned by DBC and are publicly accessible.

2.5

Access, Facilities and Infrastructure

2.5.1

The Green Infrastructure Network

As an off-road pedestrian and cycle route, the Nickey Line offers huge potential for
sustainable transport. This is particularly the case within Hemel Hempstead due to the major
employment centre created by Maylands. There are also schools close to the route,
including Yewtree Primary School and Jupiter Community Free School. There is no direct
access to the schools, although there is a gate into Yewtree Primary School that is now
locked.
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As well as connections within Hemel Hempstead, there is also the potential to use the
Nickey Line to connect with Redbourn and Harpenden, as well as with the Ver Valley link to
St Albans. Due to this sustainable transport potential the Nickey Line is recognised within the
Hertfordshire Strategic Green Infrastructure Plan (2011) as a Rural Green Link.
Despite this potential, the Nickey Line within Hemel Hempstead is less well used than other
areas of the route, in particular the section close to Harpenden. This is likely to be due to a
combination of reasons, including promotion, surfacing and access points.

2.5.2

As a Place to Visit

With an intriguing history and close proximity to Hemel Hempstead town centre, the route
could easily be promoted as a place to visit in itself for walking, running or dog walking.
The limited existing interpretation on site does support this, but much of the story of the
Nickey Line remains untold. The linear nature of the route also adds a restriction on the
establishment of circular walks.

2.5.3

Public Rights of Way

Hemel Hempstead Footpath 035 joins the Nickey Line over a former railway bridge that
would have been adjacent to Goodwin’s Halt. This footpath runs adjacent to Pennine Way
sports ground.
Hemel Hempstead Footpath 037 runs along a short section of the Nickey Line to the south of
Fletcher Way
Hemel Hempstead Footpath 042 runs up to the Nickey Line from both Neptune Drive and
Thumpers, but from neither point is there access onto the route.
Hemel Hempstead Footpath 047 continues on from the southern end of the Nickey Line at
Keen Fields. This leads down towards Adeyfield Adventure Playground.

2.5.4

Access Points

2.5.4.1 Keen Fields from Adeyfield Road

The Nickey Line starts at Adeyfield Road, where it immediately splits into two parallel paths.
The path to the southeast is a step-free route that runs alongside the adjacent allotments,
whilst the path to the northeast runs along the original railway embankment until it reaches
houses, where steps reconnect the two paths.
An entrance sign, waymarkers and the Nickey Line logo attached to a wall make the
presence of the route clear at Adeyfield Road.
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2.5.4.2 Keen Fields from Downside and St Pauls Road

Access to the route can be gained from the residential streets of Downside and St Pauls
Road, via an alleyway and via an access road to garages respectively. These are at the
same level as Keen Fields so do not present access issues.
Waymarking signage on the route itself marks the presence of the Nickey Line. As neither of
these are major access points the level of signage is appropriate.
2.5.4.3 The embankment at Keen Fields

This stepped access point onto the embankment at Keen Fields is arguably the most
prominent entrance at the Hemel Hempstead town centre end of the route and the width of
the access provides considerable stature to the entrance way.
It is marked by an entrance board which is featured across the length of the Nickey Line,
which primarily displays ownership.
A concrete channel on the side of the steps allows for cycle access, whilst a chicane at the
top ensures cyclists safely disembark before reaching the steps.
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2.5.4.4 Fletcher Way bridge

Stepped access is possible from the northeast side of the Fletcher Way bridge. The steps
are in a broadly good condition. There is no disabled access.
2.5.4.5 Thumpers

A minor entry point exists from Thumpers, marked by waymarkers on the route. The access
point includes squeeze bars to restrict unwanted access. The road is at a higher elevation
than the Nickey Line, with steps leading down the embankment. The steps are in a usable
condition but will need to be monitored for deterioration.
2.5.4.6 Juno Road and Cheviots

A minor entrance from Juno Road, where new residential development is proposed, and
from a path that runs to the east of Cheviots, is marked by waymarking signage. There is a
small embankment at this point, with steps connecting people with the route.
2.5.4.7 Saturn Way

Two further minor entrances connect the south-eastern residential area with the Nickey Line,
via Mimas Road and Dione Road. Neither of these entry points are marked with any
signage.
2.5.4.8 Pennine Way Sports Ground and Saturn Way

Access from Pennine Way Sports Ground is possible over the former railway bridge that
would have been to the north of Godwin’s Halt. This meets the Nickey Line at a junction that
also includes an unsurfaced path to Saturn Way. There are waymarkers at this junction,
indicating that it is the Nickey Line.
2.5.4.9 Redbourn Road (west)

The Nickey Line runs directly west off of Redbourn Road, where there is a pedestrian
crossing. There is no significant change in elevation.
This has the potential to be a major access point and opportunity to promote the Nickey Line
to road users. At present, however, there is little signage, with only a standard entrance
board about 70m from the road.
2.5.4.10 Redbourn Road (east)

To the east of Redbourn Road the Nickey Line bends along a tarmacadam path towards the
Maylands business park. With the exception of waymarking and single direction arrows
painted on the ground, there is no obvious signage to mark the Nickey Line.
2.5.4.11 Eastman Way

The Nickey Line runs along Eastman Way for a section. Where it leaves the road at the
western end, the access is marked by a standard entrance board and waymarking.
At the eastern access point there are timber squeeze barriers which display the Nickey Line
logo, as well as waymarking.
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2.5.4.12 Three Cherry Trees Lane

The Nickey Line bridges over Three Cherry Trees Lane, with a steeped, ramped access
from the road up to the route. A Nickey Line logo attached to the base of the bridge structure
denotes the Nickey Line at street level, with waymarking when you reach the route itself. The
access ramp is approximately 1 in 8, whilst the surface condition is poor.
2.5.4.13 Hunters Oak

The main access from Hunters Oak onto the Nickey Line is via several informal access
points which are comprised of gaps in the hedgerow. None of these access points would be
suitable for disabled access.
The most prominent of these informal access points is beside a parking bay, at which point
there is waymarking and a nearby entrance board.
Further to the east there is a formal access point via a relatively steep ramp. This is marked
by a noticeboard of the Friends of the Nickey Line.
2.5.4.14 Swallow Fields

The Swallow Fields residential area is currently under construction, which may result in
changes to the access points. At present there is a single sloped access down onto the
Nickey Line. There is currently no signage present.

2.5.5

Surfacing

Surfacing varies through the section within Hemel Hempstead. Throughout much of the
Highfield residential area there is an unbound stone surface which has become covered with
organic material since its original construction. Some sections become very muddy and
difficult to pass in winter.
At Yew Tree Wood an unbound gravel surface has been constructed relatively recently. This
remains useable throughout the year.
Through the Maylands estate there is a tarmacadam surface. This includes both the off-road
path between Redbourn Road and Eastman Way as well as the roadside pavements along
Eastman Way.
To the east of Maylands, alongside the Woodhall Farm residential area, the surface returns
to an unbound stone surface heavily covered in organic material. On flatter sections,
particularly at the western end close to Maylands, the surface becomes difficult to pass in
winter. This is exacerbated by vegetation growth which restricts the path width. This same
surfacing continues until close to the tunnel under the M1 within the St Albans owned section
of the route.

2.5.6

Furniture

Squeeze bars are in place at a number of entry points to the route. These are designed to
restrict unwanted vehicular access. In addition, there are also lockable vehicular gates and
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squeeze bars across the route to the north of the Fletcher Way bridge and to the south of
Yew Tree Wood.
Bollards are used to control access onto the off-road section through Maylands.
Unlike in the St Albans sections, there are no benches within Hemel Hempstead.
There are a number of litter and dog waste bins along the route, typically close to road
entrances.

2.5.7

Lighting

There is currently no lighting along much of the route, with the exception of Keen Field and
Maylands where there is street lighting.

2.5.8

Road Crossings

The main road crossing is across Redbourn Road. There is good visibility of oncoming traffic
for users of the Nickey Line and there is a pedestrian crossing present. The road does not
therefore provide a considerable obstacle to use of the route.
There is also a necessity to cross Eastman Way within the Maylands estate. Although this is
a quiet road it does get used by large vehicles that are accessing the local businesses.
There is no clear position for crossing, resulting in users typically crossing diagonally across
the road.
There is also the need for users to cross access roads within the Maylands estate. The
busiest of these is the Household Waste Recycling Centre.

2.6

Community and Events

2.6.1

Friends of the Nickey Line (FoNL)

Through their work parties, the Friends have implemented a number of projects such as
coppicing, hedge laying, removal of self-set trees and installation of benches. Within the St
Albans section of the Nickey Line, CMS work with FoNL to develop an annual work
programme.

2.6.2

Interpretation Boards

There is limited site interpretation within the Dacorum section of the route.
An interpretation board was installed beside Yew Tree Wood as part of the Lost Rails
project. It outlines the broad history of the Nickey Line, with images of many of the former
stations. This is one of two such boards along the Nickey Line, with the other located
between Redbourn and Harpenden.
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Recurrent information boards occur along the entire length of the Nickey Line at entrance
points. These outline basic information but primarily show the different land ownership. The
GAP for the St Albans section of the line proposes the replacement of these with more
attractive and informative signs.

Existing entrance signage (left) and the interpretation board near Yew Tree Wood (right)

Waymarking has been installed by Sustrans junctions where other paths join the route. This
incorporates the Nickey Line logo.
The only other signage of significance is a welcome sign to Yew Tree Wood, which is
located along the Nickey Line where this runs through the woodland.

2.6.3

Notice Boards

Several notice boards of the Friends of the Nickey are located along the route. Within
Dacorum Borough these are located at the entrance from Adeyfield Road, on the access
point at Fletcher Way bridge and off of Hunters Oak. These help to engage users of the
Nickey Line with the activities of the friends group.

2.6.4

Leaflets

A leaflet was produced in 2006 featuring a map of the entire length of the Nickey Line. This
identifies points of interest along the route, the wildlife that can be seen and a historical
timeline.

2.6.5

Online Interpretation

There is considerable interpretation online through the Friends of the Nickey Line website,
which includes information on the history and wildlife of the route.
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2.6.6

Surrounding Areas

The Nickey Line can connect people to a number of adjacent destinations and points of
interest, including:


Hemel Hempstead Town Centre



Pennine Way sports ground



Yew Tree Wood



Maylands Business Park



Woodhall Farm residential area and the new Swallow Fields development



Aubrey’s Hill Fort, accessible via public footpaths



Redbourn



Rothamsted Estate



Harpenden Town
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3.0
3.1

AIMS & OBJECTIVES
Vision

The Nickey Line should be a well valued sustainable transport corridor that allows people to
connect with their local history and with wildlife, providing the opportunity for safe, off-road
travel.
There should be strong coordination with the section of the route within St Albans district.

3.2

Aims & Objectives
1. Develop the Nickey Line as a safe and sustainable pedestrian and cycle route
A. Aspire for surfacing that is an appropriate type and width to promote walking
and cycling
B. Create well signed access points from adjoining residential and business
areas that wherever possible are suitable for use by cyclists, pedestrians,
wheelchair users, mobility scooters and pushchairs.
C. Alongside proposals within St Albans District, develop a legibility to the route,
ensuring users can easily identify where they are in the context of their
surroundings and the destination points that can be accessed from the route.
D. Promote connections with adjoining routes and the wider green infrastructure
network.
2. Support biodiversity along the route
A. Manage key habitats (e.g. trees and hedgerows) in a way that will enhance
their condition and support wildlife whilst developing an appropriate
connection with surrounding areas.
B. Build in adaptability for the future, identifying requirements for new tree
planting, with a focus upon native species.
C. Manage trees in a safe manner.
D. Increase natural light levels and views of the surrounding landscape through
vegetation management, in tandem with managing for biodiversity.
3. Celebrate the history of the Nickey Line
A. Develop a scheme of interpretation that can be delivered alongside St Albans
City & District Council. This will tell the story of the Nickey Line’s history,
providing an interesting educational resource.
B. Identify remnant features of the railway and explore ways of developing these
into prominent features of the route.
4. Engage and involve communities
A. Support the involvement of the Friends of the Nickey Line, identifying clear
and purposeful conservation tasks they can be involved with.
B. Wherever possible, promote the Friends of the Nickey Line to local residents
of Hemel Hempstead, and encourage residents of Hemel Hempstead to
become involved in management and protection of the line.

Nickey Line (Dacorum) Greenspace Action Plan 2019-2024

18

C. Ensure the route becomes a place worthy of visiting, with a variety of
activities and points of interest that appeal to a wide range of the community.
D. Engage with schools and businesses along the route to promote safe use and
encourage sustainable commuting.
5. Maintain the Nickey Line as a welcoming, safe and tidy route
A. Improve areas which have become degraded or untidy, through vegetation
management, provision of waste bins and removal of redundant site furniture
B. Provide new site furniture including benches and review existing gates and
cycle chicanes to create a safe multi-use route.
C. Respond quickly to misuse of the site to keep litter and fly-tipping as low as
reasonably practical.
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4.0

MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTIONS

4.1

A Safe and Sustainable Pedestrian and Cycle Route

4.1.1

Surfacing

Objective Achieved: 1A, 1D, 5A, 5C
4.1.1.1 Highfield Residential Area

With residential areas surrounding this section of the route and the proximity to Hemel
Hempstead town centre, there is potential for a high level of usage. An adequate surface is
important for ensuring a welcoming and usable route.
A tarmacadam path with adjacent grass verges presents the most widely accessible
surfacing option throughout the year. This will be suitable for pedestrians, joggers and
cyclists, as well as those with restrictions to their mobility such as wheelchair users and
those with pushchairs. Evidence from the Alban Way (a former railway line between St
Albans and Hatfield) demonstrates that the installation of tarmacadam surfacing can greatly
increase public usage.
Tarmacadam surfaces are also the easiest to maintain free of organic matter and are
typically relatively long lasting. They also create the option of future signage being included
on the route itself, reducing the need for excessive furniture.

Tarmacadam surfacing along
the Alban Way

Concerns raised in the first stage public engagement relevant to tarmacadam surfacing
included the inappropriate use of the route by cyclists travelling at high speeds. To help
overcome this, a path is proposed of 3m width with a further 2m grass verge wherever the
width of the route allows. This would be sufficient to reduce conflicting use of the space by
pedestrians and cyclists. As path width is relatively unconstrained throughout this section of
the Nickey Line, this width should be achievable in most locations. The linearity of the route
also ensures that there is naturally a high level of visibility, which will further reduce conflicts
between users.
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The inclusion of bollards to traverse will be used at road junctions to ensure these are safely
navigated by cyclists.
Surfacing this entire section (approximately 1,450m in length) with tarmacadam will require a
high level of funding to be obtained. This will therefore be an aspiration of the plan, with no
date currently proposed for construction. This may require staggered implementation as
funding becomes available.
4.1.1.2 Maylands

Tarmacadam surfacing is already in place through Maylands. The surface is generally in a
good condition so there are no current proposals for new surfacing work in this section.
4.1.1.3 Woodhall Farm Residential Area

This section continues into St Albans District to the east. The type of surfacing should be the
same across the two land ownerships to provide continuity and ensure they are suitable for
the same user groups. The St Albans GAP considers the use of tarmacadam for this section,
which would be particularly suitable for the importance of the Nickey Line at this section for
commuting to Maylands.
Wherever possible, the path will have a width of 3m tarmacadam and 2m grass verge. This
would need to be reduced on approach to Maylands where there is insufficient space due to
adjacent fences and hedgerows, at which point the full available route will be tarmacadam
surface.
The section up to the St Albans boundary is approximately 1,060m in length. Surfacing this
entire section will require substantial funding to be sourced. If this can be implemented in
stages, priority will be given to the section closest to Maylands where the current path is
narrow and in the poorest condition.

4.1.2

Access Points

Objective Achieved: 1B, 1D
Access points should promote the Nickey Line from surrounding areas, giving users
information about the route and where they can get to. The access points should be
attractive and accessible, whilst restricting unwanted vehicular access as much as possible.
4.1.2.1 Highfield Residential Area

There are a series of simple entrances from Thumpers, Juno Road and Mimas Road. Where
stepped access is in poor condition this will be upgraded.
A ramped entrance will be created from Fletcher Way. Designs will be developed and
funding sought for this access point.
A new entrance feature will be created from Redbourn Road to promote the route. Reflecting
those elsewhere, such as along Eastman Way, this can comprise post and rail fencing with
the Nickey Line logo.
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4.1.2.2 Maylands Business Park

An entrance marker at the western entrance from Eastman Way would help to promote the
route and make it clearer where the route is located for those travelling through the business
park.
4.1.2.3 Woodhall Farm Residential Area

At the most prominent of the informal entrances from Hunters Oak, an even gradient and
surfaced access point will be sought. To be done effectively this will require a connection to
the road. Proposals will therefore be sought alongside highways in Hertfordshire County
Council. New entrance markers and signs will increase the status of the route.
As new entrances are developed from new residential areas, these will be encouraged to be
as accessible as possible.

4.1.3

An Enjoyable, Attractive and User-Friendly Route

Objective Achieved: 5B
4.1.3.1 Benches

Timber sleeper benches, reflecting the railway heritage, have been installed by the
Countryside Management Service and Friends of the Nickey Line volunteers along the St
Albans section of the route as existing ones become worn out.

Timber sleeper bench
installed in Harpenden

Further benches of the same style will be installed within the Dacorum section. These will be
at the various locations along the route at natural stopping points, such as Yew Tree Wood.
4.1.3.2 Bollards

There are a number of bollards along the Nickey Line of varying styles. A uniform style will
be adopted for all new and replacement bollards which reflect a railways materials palette,
such as timber or iron. These will be installed as and when old bollards require replacement.
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4.1.3.3 Squeeze bars

The two sets of gates and squeeze bars through Highfield are largely redundant and are
unattractive. The most southerly gate will be removed, whilst the one to the north will be
relocated to the access route from Saturn Way, ensuring vehicle access remains controlled
but without a barrier on the main section of the route.
4.1.3.4 Dog Waste and Litter Bins

Litter is not currently a major issue along this part of the Nickey Line. The current provision
of bins is therefore considered to be adequate.

4.1.4

Route through Maylands

Objective Achieved: 1B, 1C, 4D
The Nickey Line emerges onto Eastman Way in the Maylands estate, where users must then
proceed on pavements around a corner to find the next section of the route. Although the
inclusion of Sustrans signage and painted arrows on the ground has improved the
navigability through here, it continues to feel disjointed with Nickey Line users subservient to
vehicular traffic.
Discussions will be held with the Highways division of Hertfordshire County Council to
consider a designated painted route on the road and pavement. This would make the
direction clear and easy for users to work out, but would also ensure that road users are
aware of the presence of bikes and pedestrians. Marking this with the Nickey Line logo
would support the branding and would publicise the route as a potential commuting route for
those working in Maylands.

4.1.5

Lighting

Objective Achieved: 1D, 4D
If the Nickey Line is to become a major sustainable transport route to the employment area
in Hemel Hempstead East, it is vital that users feel safe and secure when commuting in the
evening. Installation of lighting in urban areas would improve this and make the route usable
throughout the year.
Further exploration will be carried out into lighting feasibility, including an assessment of cost
and the potential ecological impact.
Two solutions that will be considered include smart lighting, where detectors turn lights on as
users approach, and a constant low level lighting. If sufficient light reaches the route, these
could be solar powered.

4.1.6

Promoting Sustainable Commuting

Objective Achieved: 4D
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The Nickey Line presents a direct and safe commuting option for many people, with
residential and commercial areas at various points along the route. The use of the Nickey
Line for this will be promoted to local employers around the time of notable cycling dates,
such as Bike Week or Cycle to Work Day.

4.2

Enhancing Biodiversity

4.2.1

Hedgerows

Objectives Achieved: 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D
4.2.1.1 Saturn Way

Adjacent to Saturn Way an unattractive palisade fence forms the boundary of the Nickey
Line, detracting from what is otherwise a natural section of the route. It is proposed that a
new hedgerow is planted along this section to screen this fence and provide enclosure. This
will be a native hedge, with species including hawthorn, hazel, field maple and hornbeam.
The hedgerow planting will be approximately 100m in length, planted at a density of 6 plants
per metre on a double staggered row.
4.2.1.2 Yew Tree Wood

The path through Yew Tree Wood engages users with nature, but the presence of an
adjacent palisade fence and business unit detract from this. Planting a hedgerow along this
fence would provide a natural enclosure and enhance the woodlands biodiversity. To reflect
the character of the woodland, this hedgerow will be predominantly yew, planted in a nonlinear way.
The total length would be approximately 100m. Due to the informal nature of the woodland
and the natural form of yew, this would be planted at a density of 2 to 3 plants per metre on
a double staggered row.
4.2.1.3 Approach to Maylands

Tall, leggy and widely spaced hedgerow trees are located alongside the industrial units on
the eastern side of Maylands which create an unattractive appearance, ineffective visual
barrier and limited biodiversity benefit.
Coppicing the existing specimens and planting a new line alongside the fence will provide
greater separation between the route and the adjacent buildings. Reducing the height of the
existing trees will also open up light into the route, making the route feel safer and become
more welcoming.
These hedgerow improvements are required along approximately 110m on both sides of the
path. Due to the extent of this task it is proposed this is phased.
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4.2.1.4 Woodhall Farm

Long stretches of overmature hedgerow alongside the Woodhall Farm residential area, as
well as the adjoining section in St Albans district, create a landscape that quickly becomes
uninspiring and a habitat that does not reach its full potential.
Opening several sections through tree removal and coppicing work to the hedgerows will
increase the natural light levels, diversify the user experience by increasing visibility of
surrounding areas and improve the hedgerow habitat. The precise locations will be
responsive to any works required due to tree risk, where adjacent trees and hedge species
will be taken down at the same time.

4.2.2

Trees

Objectives Achieved: 2A, 2B, 2C
4.2.2.1 Safe management of trees

DBC carry out tree hazard surveys and carry out works identified in order to proactively
manage tree risk.
4.2.2.2 Highfield Residential Area

The long term aspiration for trees along this section will be for an irregular avenue of wellformed trees that contribute to the natural feel of this part of the route. These will
predominantly be beech and oak, as well as any surviving ash that is not lost to ash dieback.
Where gaps within the tree canopy occur due to the natural loss of trees or from the removal
of trees for safety reasons, these will be replanted with oak or beech. This will ensure there
is no loss of habitat over time, with young trees replacing older ones as they die.
Self –seeding trees if left unmanaged will form dense and poorly formed trees. These will be
removed on a periodic basis, which is an ideal task for volunteers.

Self-set trees which is left
unmanaged will shade out
the ground flora
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4.2.2.3 Woodhall Farm residential area

With proposals for coppicing a number of the hedgerows along this section, this will create
scope for planting taller trees that will create a canopy. These will be individual oak trees that
are widely spaced so as to not create excess shade.

4.3

Celebrating the History of the Nickey Line

4.3.1

Interpretation – The Nickey Line as a Series of Stations

Objectives Achieved: 1B, 1C, 3A, 3B, 4C, 5A

The GAP for the St Albans section presented the concept of the Nickey Line as a series of
‘stations’ – slower points where people can engage with a feature along the route or leave
the route to go to a nearby destination. This would provide a clear legibility for the route and
a basis for signage and interpretation, whilst drawing inspiration from the history of the route.
This concept will be applied into Hemel Hempstead as well, and doing so will ensure
continuity along the entire route.
The ‘stations’ will be marked with interpretation or monolith markers to highlight the
destination and explain the historical and natural context. These will include:


Claydale Siding – As the last active point of the Nickey Line this location has an
important story to tell of the industrial heritage of both the route and the town of
Hemel Hempstead. It remains relevant today as it now effectively marks the start of
the Maylands area.



Maylands – A major employment centre which represents the industrial legacy of the
Nickey Line



Yew Tree Wood – As an attractive woodland that is directly accessed from the
Nickey Line, there is an opportunity to promote Yew Tree Wood as a destination
point to visit along the route.



Godwin’s Halt – The former halt is no longer visible but the adjacent bridge remains a
recognisable structure from the past. If copyrighted material can be obtained, historic
photography would help to bring this location to life.

Designs will be procured for the ‘stations’, which will create recognisable features along the
length of the Nickey Line. These will ideally make use of a material palette that reflects the
history, such as railway sleepers.
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4.3.2

Former Railway Structures

Objective Achieved: 3B, 4C
Godwin’s Halt Bridge Restoration
The bridge that was adjacent to Godwin’s Halt is the most clearly recognisable former
railway structure within Hemel Hempstead, and with this now located at the same elevation
as users, there is an opportunity to make a feature of this former station.
Enhancements will include:








Cutting scrub back to provide a cleaner appearance and maximise the view of the
bridge structure
Establishing a seating area, giving people a place to stop along the route
Restoring the railings. The original metal posts are still in place, which historic
photographs show had timber rails across them
Repainting the metalwork
Utilising the interpretation project to illustrate the past appearance and function, such
as with the use of historical photographs
Screening the fence at the northern side of the bridge with a backdrop for artistic
representation of the Nickey Line’s past
Infill planting the boundary hedge to provide a sense of enclosure

4.3.2.1 Queensway Bridge

Cutting ivy back from the fencing and walls of the bridge will improve the appearance and
maximise the width. Due to its location at the start of the route, the cleared walls could be
the base for interpretation that document’s the route’s history.
The Nickey Line logo could be installed on the outer side of the bridge to promote the route
to road users.

4.3.3

Online resources

Objective Achieved: 4A, 4B
The Friends of Nickey Line website is well developed and provides comprehensive
information about the route. New interpretation boards can link to this website as a means of
promoting the role of the group to potential new members.

4.3.4

Publications

Objective Achieved: 1E
Leaflets are currently available for both the Nickey Line and the Alban Way in a similar
design. To retain consistency across these former railway sites the design will be retained,
with details of the leaflet updated to reflect this GAP when this is next printed.
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4.4

Encouraging Community Involvement

4.4.1

Friends of the Nickey Line

Objective Achieved: 4A, 4B
The majority of the volunteer activity carried out by the Friends of the Nickey Line is within St
Albans district. This reflects the existing working relationship they have with SADC through
CMS, as well as the location of their membership base.
As this GAP is delivered, it is proposed that DBC and the FoNL work together to develop
annual work programmes for the friends group’s volunteer activities. This will allow them to
carry out tasks within Dacorum, with DBC having full visibility of the activities taking place.
To try to attract more members local to Hemel Hempstead, a ‘try out volunteering’ event will
be held alongside one of the friends groups tasks. This will be publicised locally for people to
come along and join one of the work parties. To add interest, this will be accompanied by a
short walk explaining the history of the line.

4.4.2

Events

Objective Achieved: 4C
In addition to an event promoting the FoNL conservation tasks, guided walks will be held to
allow people to understand the history and nature along the route. A number of these walks
are already carried out by the FoNL. These can be promoted via the Walks and More
programme operated by CMS.

4.5

Grounds Maintenance

Objectives Achieved: 5A, 5C
DBC are responsible for the day to day management of the route, which includes tasks such
as litter picking and bin emptying.
Following any resurfacing work, it will be imperative that the ongoing maintenance ensures
that paths are kept free of organic matter and vegetation encroachment.

4.6

Funding

The proposals outlined within this GAP require varying levels of financing. The delivery of all
proposals and the suggested timetable for works is dependent upon the required funding
being sourced.
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4.6.1

Planning Obligations

Section 106 funding from local developments will be sought where this can be used to
enhance the Nickey Line.

4.6.2

External Funding Sources

CMS will continue to work closely with both DBC and SADC to source additional external
funding for the implementation of capital works. This will include grant applications,
particularly in relation to the Nickey Line’s importance to communities and sustainable
transport.
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5.0
5.1

ACTION PLANS AND MAPS
Tasks to the Entire Route

The tasks outlined below are aspirations for route over the next five years and are
dependent upon funding being sourced.
Proposed Task

Task Lead

Estimated Cost

Tree Safety Inspections & Remedial Work

DBC

-

Litter Picking and bin emptying

DBC

-

Cutting back encroaching vegetation from path edges

DBC

-

Seek funding for delivery of works, including surfacing
improvements

CMS/ DBC

-

Develop annual work programmes for FoNL volunteer
tasks

DBC/ FoNL

-

Lighting feasibility study

DBC

-

Walks and More event to promote the route

FoNL

-

Walks and More event to promote friends group

CMS/ FoNL

-

Walks and More event to promote sustainable
commuting

CMS/ FoNL

-

Update Nickey Line leaflet

CMS/ DBC

£750

Updating FoNL website

FoNL

-

High Priority

Medium Priority
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5.2

Highfield Residential Area

The tasks outlined below are aspirations for route over the next five years and are
dependent upon funding being sourced.
Map
Reference

Proposed Task

Time of
Year

Task Lead

Estimated
Cost

-

Procure designer to develop
designs for entrance markers,
signage and interpretation

-

£5,000

H-04

Removal of self-seeding trees

Oct-Feb

CMS/ External
Consultant,
alongside both
DBC and SADC
FoNL

Tarmacadam surfacing of the
route
Ramp improvements at
Fletcher Way
Medium Priority

-

CMS/ DBC

£350,000

-

DBC

£20,000

H-01

Upgrade entrance signage
from Adeyfield Road
Upgrade entrance signage
from Keen Field
Clearance and interpretation at
Queensway Bridge
Develop designs for Fletcher
Way ramp improvements
Removal and relocation of
squeeze bars and gates
Hedge planting alongside
Saturn Way
Install new interpretation
boards at Yew Tree Wood and
Godwin’s Halt
Godwin’s Halt bridge
restoration work
Install three new benches
along this section of the Nickey
Line
Improvements to access steps
as required from Highfields
residential access points

-

CMS/ DBC

£750

-

CMS/ DBC

£750

Winter

CMS/ FoNL

£1,500

-

DBC

-

-

DBC

£1,000

Oct-Jan

DBC/ FoNL

£2,000

Summer

CMS

£5,000

Winter
(scrub)
Summer

CMS/ DBC

£500

DBC/ FoNL

£1,500

-

DBC

£1,500

Hedge planting through Yew
Tree Wood
Install new entrance feature
from Redbourn Road

Oct-Jan

FoNL

£2,000

Summer

CMS/ FoNL

£1,000

High Priority

-

H-02
H-03
H-05
H-06
H-08
H-07
H-09

H-10
-

-

-

Low Priority
H-11
H-12
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Task Responsibility
DBC led Internal Staff/
CMS led Contractor delivered
DBC led
Friends group delivered
CMS led

Nickey Line

H-12: Redbourn Road entrance feature

Greenspace Action Plan

Highfield Residential Area

H-11: Hedge planting along boundary fence
H-10: Enhancement work
around Godwin's Halt bridge

Proposals throughout section:
Seek funding for delivery of works

H-09: Install Godwin's Halt interpretation

Procurement of interpretation and signage designs

Legend

Present Day Route
Closed Sections

H-08: Relocate squeeze bars

Lighting feasibility study
Tarmacadam surfacing of entire section
H-07: Hedge planting beside palisade fence
H-06: Remove squeeze bars
H-05: Development of designs for ramp improvement

H-04: Removal of self-seeding trees
H-03: Queensway bridge clearance and interpretation

H-02: Upgrade entrance signage

Annual Management

Grounds Maintenance
Litter Picking
Bin Emptying
Maintaining Paths Clear of Vegetation
Health and Safety
Tree Risk Inspections
Required Remedial Works

Scale @ A4

H-01: Upgrade entrance signage
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distribute or sell any of this data to third parties in any form.

5.3

Maylands Business Park

The tasks outlined below are aspirations for route over the next five years and are
dependent upon funding being sourced.
Map
Reference

Proposed Task

Time of
Year

Task Lead

Estimated
Cost

Develop plans for improved
ground marking to delineate
route along Eastman Way

-

DBC

£1,000

Install entrance marker from
western entrance of Eastman
Way

Summer

CMS/ DBC

£750

Medium Priority
M-02

Low Priority
M-01
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5.4

Woodhall Farm Residential Area

The tasks outlined below are aspirations for route over the next five years and are
dependent upon funding being sourced.
Map
Reference

Proposed Task

Time of
Year

Task Lead

Estimated
Cost

Tarmacadam surfacing of the
route
Medium Priority

-

CMS/ DBC

£250,000

W-03

Install new interpretation board
at Claydale Siding
Hedgerow coppicing and tree
planting

Summer

CMS/ DBC

£2,500

Oct-Jan

DBC

£2,500

Develop designs for new
access point from Hunters Oak
Construct new access point
from Hunters Oak

-

DBC

-

-

DBC

£3,000

Coppicing and infill planting
hedgerow on approach to
Maylands
Install two new benches along
this section of the Nickey Line

Winter

DBC/ FoNL

£1,250

Summer

DBC/ FoNL

£1,200

High Priority
-

W-05
W-06
W-08
W-09
W-07
Low Priority
W-01
W-02
W-04
W-09
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Nickey Line

Task Responsibility
DBC led Internal Staff/
CMS led Contractor delivered
DBC led
Friends group delivered
CMS led

Greenspace Action Plan

W-09: Install bench

Proposals throughout section:

DBC/SADC
boundary

Seek funding for delivery of works

Maylands & Woodhall Farm
Legend

Present Day Route

Procurement of interpretation and signage designs

Closed Sections

W-07 Construct new access point

Lighting feasibility study

W-08: Hedgerow coppicing and
restocking (phase 1)

Tarmacadam surfacing of entire section

W-06: Hedgerow coppicing and
restocking (phase 2)
W-05: Hedgerow coppicing and
restocking (phase 3)
W-04: Install bench

W-03: Claydale Siding interpretation

Annual Management
W-02: Hedgerow improvements (phase 1)
W-01: Hedgerow improvements (phase 2)

Grounds Maintenance
Litter Picking
Bin Emptying
Maintaining Paths Clear of Vegetation
Health and Safety
Tree Risk Inspections
Required Remedial Works

M-02: Investigate options for ground
marking to delineate the route
Scale @ A4

M-01: Install entrance marker
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