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There were 3,954 road accidents involving personal injury on Hertfordshire’s roads
during the year 2005. This is the second lowest total on record and is 6.5% fewer than
during 2004. The casualty total of 5775 is the eighth lowest recorded, and also is 6.5%
fewer than during 2004.
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Nationally accidents reduced by 4.2% and
In Hertfordshire during 2005 slight
casualties by 3.5% during 2005. Regionally casualties decreased by 5.3%, compared to a
casualties were down by 3.3% during 2005. National and Regional decrease of 3.1% and
2.8% respectively. Hertfordshire is now 5.7%
In Hertfordshire fatalities increased to 59
lower than the 1994-98 average. Nationally
during 2005. However, the serious
slight casualties are 12.3% lower and
casualty total decreased by 18.6% and the
Regionally 6.4% lower than the 1994-98
Killed or Seriously Injured (KSI) total was
average.
16.1% lower at 580, the lowest on record.
National KSI casualties reduced by 6.4%
and Regional KSI casualties by 6.8%.

1
Eastern Region comprises Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Norfolk and Suffolk including
Unitary Authorities

Casualty Reduction Target to 2010
In 2000, the Government set a
new target for a reduction in the
number of casualties by year
2010 to achieve;
• A 40% reduction in the
number of people killed or
seriously injured in road
traffic accidents by 2010,
compared with the average
for 1994-1998.
• A 50% reduction in the
number of children killed or
seriously injured

KSI Casualties
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1,084
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691
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580
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32,155
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-16.1
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-46.5

-28.2

-32.5

• A 10% reduction in the slight casualty
rate, expressed as the number of
people slightly injured per 100 million
vehicle kilometres.

The total number of child KSI casualties
for 2005 was 42, 62.8% below the 1994-98
average, passing the target of 57
casualties.

In Hertfordshire during 2005 the total
number of KSI casualties was 580, 46.5%
below the 1994-98 average, passing the
target of 650 casualties.

The slight casualty rate per 100 million
vehicle kilometres was 5.3% below the
1994-98 average.
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The accident rate varies
considerably across the
County. St Albans District
with 1.4 accidents per km
has the highest rate and
East Herts District with 0.5
the lowest.
The Ordnance Survey (OS) mapping included within
this publication is provided by Hertfordshire County
Council under licence from the OS in order to fulfil its
public function to provide information relating to its
activities, services and plans. Persons viewing this
mapping should contact OS copyright for advice
should they wish to licence OS mapping for their own
use. Such mapping is based upon OS material with
the permission of OS on behalf of the Controller of
Her Majesty's Stationary Office (c) Crown Copyright.
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown Copyright
and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.
Hertfordshire County Council LA 100019606 2006

Why Do Accidents Occur1?
Overall, “Driver failing to look
properly” was the most
common factor, selected in
32.4% of accidents and
“Failing to judge other
person’s speed or path”,
selected in 21.8% the next
most common. “Careless
reckless or in a hurry” and
“Following too close” were
selected in 14.0% of
accidents.

Driver failed to look properly
Failed to judge other person’s speed or path
Careless reckless or in a hurry
Following too close
Loss of control
Slippery due to weather
Poor turn or manoeuvre
Travelling too fast for conditions
Sudden braking
Learner or inexperienced driver
Driver impaired by alcohol
Swerved
Exceeding speed limit
Pedestrian failed to look properly
Aggressive driving

Factors vary with accident
severity, road class and
Percentage of Accidents
vehicle type. In fatal accidents
Up to 6 factors may be selected by the police per accident, the top 15 are shown. Percentages will therefore not equal 100%.
“Loss of control” (40.7%) was
the most common followed by
“Speeding” (18.5%). NB from January 2005 a new National list of factors was adopted.
1

1

Casualty Road User Class and Age
Casualty rates vary with age,
gender and road user class.
The highest number of car
user casualties was in the 2024 age band with the highest
rate per thousand population
at 11.5. In comparison, the
rate for the 15-19 age band
was 8.8 and for the 50-54, 3.6.
During 2005 total car user
casualties decreased (6%) to
4261 and KSI casualties
(30.4%) to 283. Motorcyclist
casualties continued to
decrease (8.5%) to 354 and
Moped casualties decreased
(14.4%) to 139. Pedestrian
casualties decreased (11%) to
374 and pedestrian KSI casualties (19.5%) to 87. Cyclist casualties decreased (18.2%) to
285 but cyclist KSI casualties increased (5.8%) to 52.

?

Did you know
speeding was a
contributory
factor in 18.5% of
fatal accidents

Child Casualties (0 to 15 Years)
There were a total of 443
child casualties in
Hertfordshire in 2005,
161 (26.7%) fewer than in
2004.
There were no fatalities.
As in 2004 the highest
number of serious injuries
was to pedestrians.
Car users made up 49.4% of
all casualties, pedestrians
27.8% and cyclists 18.5%.

User Class

Serious

Slight

Total

Pedestrian

18

105

123

Cyclist

14

68

82

Car User

7

212

219

PSV

0

9

9

Goods

0

2

2

Other

0

1

1

Motorcyclist

2

4

6

Moped

1

0

1

Total

42

401

443

This factsheet was prepared by Mouchel Parkman on behalf of
Hertfordshire County Council Environment Department

For more information
Please see Hertfordhire Road Safety Plan Review 2005 - 2010,
or alternatively ring 01992 588615
National statistics source Road Casualties in Great Britain, Main Results 2005,DfT
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The Environment Department
working with local people
creating a better living, working and travelling environment
improving the quality of life in Hertfordshire

now and in the future

This leaflet is about road traffic accident data. If you would like
it in a different language or format please complete the form.

■ Panjabi ■
■Bengali ■

Urdu
Italian

■
■

Chinese
Turkish

■
■

Large print
Audio cassette

Name
Address
Postcode
Now detach and send this form to: Transport Planning and Policy Unit, Environment
Department, Hertfordshire County Council, FREEPOST, ANG50052, Hertford SG13 8DN

Hertfordshire County Council - making Hertfordshire a better
place to live by providing:
Care for older people
Support for schools
Fire and rescue
Fostering and adoption
Support for people with disabilities
Libraries
Road maintenance & safety
Protecting children at risk
Trading standards & consumer protection
Household waste recycling centres
These are only some of our services.
Find out more at www.hertsdirect.org

Hertfordshire County Council
County Hall, Hertford SG13 8DN
www.hertsdirect.org
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The Environment Department is committed to managing its environmental
impacts and has been awarded the International Standard ISO 14001 for its
environmental management system (EMS)

