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13th December 2018 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the School Admissions (Admission Arrangements and Co-
ordination of Admission Arrangements) (England) Regulations 2012, Copthall School is consulting and 
seeks your views on its proposed school admission arrangements for the academic year 2020/21.   
 
The consultation period runs from 13th December 2018 until Thursday 31st January 2019 inclusive. 
 
We are consulting on two proposed changes to our admission policy: 
 

1. Removal of the priority point for children who, at the time of admission, have a sibling living 
at the same address in Years 7-11 at Christ’s College Finchley (or who is in Years 12 or 13 at 
Christ’s College, if they previously attended Christ’s College in Years 7-11 for at least one year). 
 

2. Removal of the priority point for children of members of staff at Christ’s College Finchley. 
 
The rationale for these changes are that our existing admissions policy and criteria were agreed when 
Copthall School had a mutual agreement with Christ College Finchley which was as a single sex (boys) 
only school. The agreement meant that each school offered priority to siblings of the other’s students.  
In September 2018, Christ College Finchley changed its status and started admitting girls therefore the 
priority system is no longer appropriate. 
 
The proposed admission arrangements can be found on our website at www.copthallschool.org.uk. 
 

If you have any comments that you would like to be considered, please address these to: 
• In writing: Copthall School Admissions Consultation, Pursley Road, Mill Hill, NW7 2EP 
• By email: chair@copthall.barnet.sch.uk  

 
The Governing Body will then consider all responses received by 31st January 2019 before determining 
the final admission arrangements by 28th February 2019. 

Yours faithfully 
 

 
Julia Blackman-Byrne 
Chair of Governors 
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Copthall School Admissions Policy 2019-20 

for entry in September 2020 

 
Applications for places at Copthall School Academy will be made in accordance with the London 
Borough of Barnet’s co-ordinated secondary school admissions scheme, details of which will be 
included in the authority's booklet “A Guide to Secondary Education in Barnet Information for 
Parents” issued annually in September.  
 
For September 2020 admissions, The Governing Body of the Academy have agreed an admission 
number of 180 students.  Copthall School will accordingly admit at least 180 students in Year 7, if 
sufficient applications are received, and 180 students in each of years 8-11.  Admissions 
arrangements for sixth form are included below and on the sixth form area of the school website. 

Admission to Year 7 
Applications should be made as part of the co-ordinated admissions process. Applications should 
be made on the Common Application Form and returned to Barnet or your home Borough if you 
live outside Barnet. There is no supplementary application form.  Places are allocated according 
to the following order of priority: 

1. ‘Looked after’ and children who were adopted (or subject to child arrangements orders or 
special guardianship orders) immediately following having been ‘looked after’. 

2. Children who, at the time of admission, have a sibling living at the same address in Years 
7-11 at the school (or who is in Years 12 or 13 if they previously attended in Years 7-11 
for at least one year).  Siblings will include step siblings, foster siblings and adopted 
siblings.  It will not include other children living permanently at the same address. 

3. Children of members of staff at Copthall School, provided they have been directly 
employed at the school for a minimum of two years or have been recruited to fill a post 
where there is a demonstrable skills shortage. (The definition of a direct employee is an 
employee holding a contract of employment with the school.)  

4. Remaining places are offered on a geographical basis, with priority given to those who live 
closest to the school.  Distance will be measured in a straight line from the address point 
for the child’s home, supplied by Ordnance Survey, to the school reception front door 
using Barnet’s computerised geographical information system. 

5. Distance will be used as a tie breaker within each category. 

6. If two or more children with the same priority for admission live an indistinguishable 
distance from the Academy but cannot all be admitted, then the available places will be 
decided by random allocation using Barnet’s computerised system. 

If the last student to be offered a place within the Academy’s published admissions Number (PAN) 
is a multiple birth or the same cohort sibling, any further same cohort sibling will be admitted. 
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Requests for admission outside the normal age group 
Parents may request that their child be educated outside of their normal age group. Such requests 
must be submitted in writing to the Governing Body with any supporting evidence. Decisions will 
be made on the basis of the circumstances of each case and in the child’s best interests taking into 
account the following: 

 the views of the parent 
 information about the social, emotional and academic development of the child as often 

supported by education and other professionals 
 the views of the Headteacher 
 where relevant the child’s medical history and the views of a medical professional 
 whether they have previously been educated out of their normal age group 
 whether they may naturally have fallen into a lower age group if they were not born 

prematurely. 

Where a request for a child to be admitted outside their normal age group is agreed, the 
application will then be processed by applying the over-subscription criteria set out in this policy 
 
Vulnerable Children 
The Governing Body has a duty to consider all applications made by parents of students with a 
Statement of Special Educational Needs under the 1996 Education Act. 

The Local Authority may require the school to admit a child exceptionally, either outside the 
normal admission arrangements or in excess of the published admission limit, in order to protect 
the interests of vulnerable children and those with challenging behaviour. These pupils will be 
shared between schools in ways that are fair, objective and transparent. 

In Year Admissions to Years 7-11 
To apply for a place for a place at Copthall School Academy Trust during the school year, 
parent(s) can apply through Barnet Local Authority, or contact the school directly for information.  

Admission to post 16 provision / Sixth Form 
The great majority of Sixth Form places are taken by students transferring from Year 11 at 
Copthall School. Places will therefore be allocated to students of Copthall School first. Every year, 
however, we welcome applications from students from other schools.  These applications, made 
to the head of Sixth Form via the specific form on the School website, adhere to the whole school 
admissions policy.  We offer a range of A-Level and vocational courses. Students progressing to 
university and higher education are well supported by expert staff and a specialist programme. 

All students must submit an application for the Sixth Form by the published date and any offers 
are conditional upon the results of relevant public examinations and subject/course availability. 
 
Appeals 
Parents will have the right of appeal to an Independent Appeal Panel if they are dissatisfied with 
an admission decision.  The Appeal Panel will be independent of the Academy. 

The arrangements for Appeals will be in line with the School Admissions Appeals Code published 
by the Department for Education; please see the Appeals Procedure detailed on the school 
website.  The determination of the appeal panel will be made in accordance with the Code of 
Practice on School Admission Appeals and is binding on all parties. 

 

Signed by the Chair of Governors  Date    
 
Signed by the Headteacher      Date    
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