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27 November 2018 
 
 
Consultation on a proposed reduction in the published admissions number 
(PAN) for Menorah Foundation School with effect from September 2020 
 
Background 
The current Published Admissions Number (PAN) for Menorah Foundation School 
is 52 for Nursery and 60 for Reception to Year 6. This is the maximum number of 
children that can be admitted into the school for each year. 
 
After a consultation with the local authority on the need for additional school 
places the school recently expanded to being two-form entry and as of 
September 2019 the school will have two classes for each year, resulting in 
approximately 470 children on roll. Though additional facilities were developed, 
the true impact of 470 children was not fully addressed. This has put extensive 
pressure on the school with regards to a number of knock on elements 
including, outside space, hall facilities and indoor space, class size and other 
local schools. 
 
As a result of these reasons, the Governors and Trustees of Menorah Foundation 
School require to reduce the PAN from 60 to 56 places in Reception to Year 6. 
 
Although the Regulations and Code of Practice relating to school admissions no 
longer require an admissions authority to consult when maintaining or increasing 
a school’s PAN, there remains a requirement to consult when the proposal is to 
reduce a PAN. Menorah Foundation School as the admissions authority is 
seeking comments on the proposed change. 
 
 
Specific Proposal 
The Governors and Trustees of Menorah Foundation School proposes to reduce 
the Published Admissions of the school from 60 to 56 from September 2020. 
  
This means that the number of places available for children in Reception 2020 
and all subsequent Reception cohorts will be 56. For children who already have 
a place at the school in other year groups there will be no change but the 
admissions number for all other years will reduce to 56. 
 
This is the only proposed change to the admissions criteria. All other criteria 
including oversubscription, will remain the same. 
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Factors that have been considered by the governing Body in deciding to 
consult on this proposal include: 
 
Outside space – the school has one playground and is unable to 
accommodate this number of children at the same time. This means that the 
timetable needs to be arranged accordingly so that there are a number of 
separate play times. This in turn causes disruption to lessons that have classrooms 
adjoining the playground. 
 
Hall Space – There is currently no possibility of holding a full school assembly as 
the hall is too small. The hall is further used as a lunch hall which cannot 
accommodate all the children. As such there are a number of lunch sessions but 
this causes the early years to begin lunch at 11.45am and some of the upper 
years to finish lunch after 1pm. Both of these are far from suitable for the 
children. The school have explored increasing the size of the hall but figures 
produced by Quantative Surveyors are exorbitant. 
 
Inside Space – The movement around the corridors and entering/exiting the 
school are becoming more cramped and unsafe.  
 
Class Size – It has long been argued that smaller classes are more conducive to 
productive learning, and we have found that classes of 30 allow for significantly 
less one on one time and make it harder to identify child specific issues. A 
smaller class will allow for a better teacher-child relationship, a more engaged 
class, and a more cohesive class culture. 
  
Other Local Schools – Since the school made the decision to assist LB Barnet in 
easing the demand on school places, other Primary Schools have opened up 
including Watling Park, London Academy and Orion Primary School. Noam 
Primary School which is a Jewish school with a similar ethos will also be opening 
shortly within 1 mile of school. 
 
We firmly believe that a reduced PAN is in the best interests of current and future 
pupils of the school, both in terms of improving the provision for education, and 
health and safety of the children. 
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Who is Consulted? 
This consultation is for the attention of: 

1. parents of children between the ages of two and eleven years old in the 
surrounding area; 

2. other persons in the relevant area who in the opinion of the admission 
authority have an interest in the proposed admissions; 

3. all other admission authorities within the relevant area (except that 
primary schools need not consult secondary schools); 

4. the local authority;  
5. adjoining neighbouring local authorities where the admission authority is 

the local authority; and 
6. the religious body representing the school. 

 
How to Respond 
This consultation will run from 19th December 2018 to 30th January 2019 and you 
are invited to submit comments in writing about the proposal above to 
Mrs P Marco, Admissions Officer, Menorah Foundation School, Abbots Road, 
Edgware, HA8 0QP, by midday on 30th January or by email 
to admissions@menorahfoundation.co.uk, please mark the subject “MFS PAN 
Consultation”. Following the consultation period, the Governors and Trustees will 
consider all comments received and determine admissions arrangements for 
2020 by 28th February 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
David Bloom 
Chair of Governors 
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