
The County Council proposes the following changes to its 
admission arrangements for 2020/21: 
 

1. To amend the definition of “rule 2 – exceptional social and medical reasons to 
attend a specific school” to include children previously looked after abroad and 
subsequently adopted;  

 
2. To amend the schemes of coordination to clarify the process for late applications 

and continuing interest; 
 
3. To reduce the published admission number at four primary schools. 

 
Background 
 
Definition of Rule 2: Medical or Social 
It is proposed to amend the definition of “Rule 2 – exceptional social and medical need 
to attend a specific school” for both primary and secondary schools to include the 
prioritisation of “children previously in care outside England and subsequently adopted”. 
 
Whilst all schools and academies are required by the School Admissions Code (section 
1.7) to give highest priority in their oversubscription criteria to previously looked after 
children under Rule 1; priority is currently only given if the child was previously looked 
after by a local authority in England or Wales. However, the Children and Social Care 
Act 2017 (which amends the Children Act 1989) requires local authorities to promote 
educational achievement for all children who were cared for by the state and 
subsequently adopted regardless of whether this was within England or Wales or 
abroad. 
 
The Minister of State for Schools, Nick Gibb, MP, wrote to all admission authorities on 3 
December 2017 asking for this category of children to be given the highest priority for 
admission. The Minister made it clear that children previously looked after abroad could 
not be prioritised under Rule 1 because they are not included in the existing definition of 
that rule as outlined in the School Admissions Code. However, the Government will be 
seeking to amend the Code in the future to make prioritisation of these children a 
statutory requirement. Further advice issued from the DfE on 6 August 2018 confirmed 
the Minister’s intention to amend the Code and formally requested all admission 
authorities to give these children second highest priority for any school from 2020-21 
onwards. 
 
Given the requirements of the Children and Social Care Act 2017 and to meet the DfE’s 
request, Hertfordshire County Council proposes to amend its admission arrangements to 
allow the prioritisation of these children within Rule 2 ”exceptional social and medical 
reasons to attend a particular school”. This will give children who were cared for by the 
state outside England and Wales and subsequently adopted the necessary priority for 
admission without significantly changing the County Council’s current admission 
arrangements or adding another oversubscription criterion. 
 
Voluntary aided and foundation schools and academies in Hertfordshire have all been 
informed of the County Council’s intention to consult on the inclusion of children 
previously looked after from abroad under Rule 2 and were advised to consult on a 
similar amendment to their own admission arrangements. However, the decision about 
whether to consult on this proposal remains a decision for individual Governing Bodies 
and Academy Trusts.  



 
Further information about the County Council’s proposed definition of Rule 2 can be 
found in the ‘Explanatory notes and definitions 2020/21’ document on the website at 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions2020   
 
Schemes of coordination 
All local authorities are required by the School Admissions Code to publish schemes of 
coordination which outline the admission and allocation processes across the authority, 
the exchange of data with other authorities and the timelines involved.  
 
Hertfordshire’s schemes of coordination have remained the same for a number of years 
and have simply been updated to take into account legislative or policy changes. 
However, over recent years it has become apparent that individual admission authorities 
differ in their approach to the treatment of late applications during the continuing interest 
process; and on occasion, arrangements breach the requirements of the School 
Admissions Code which state that all applications received “late” must be treated 
equitably regardless of the date of application.  
 
The County Council therefore proposes to add further detail to the schemes of 
coordination on the county wide process for late applications and continuing interest with 
the aim to provide clarity and transparency for all schools, parents and carers and to 
avoid arrangements that breach the School Admissions Code. 
 
Hertfordshire’s proposed schemes of coordination for 2020/21, including highlighted 
changes are available at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions2020 
 
Published Admission Numbers (PANs) 
The School Admissions Code requires public consultation when it is proposed to lower a 
school’s Published Admission Number (PAN). All reductions in PAN have been 
requested, and are supported by, the Headteacher and Governing Body of the school.  
 
School Determined 

PAN 2018 
Proposed 
PAN 2019 

Reason for change 

Jenyns First 
School 21 15 To ensure the future financial 

viability/stability of the school. 
Margaret Wix 
Primary School 60 30 To ensure the future financial 

viability/stability of the school. 
Shepherd 
Primary School 60 30 To ensure the future financial 

viability/stability of the school. 
Holywell Primary 
School 90 60 To ensure the future financial 

viability/stability of the school. 

Edwinstree C of 
E Middle School 112 120 

Permanent PAN increase from 2020.   
* The school will offer 120 places in 
2019 as a local agreement. 

 
The County Council will consult the governing bodies of each community and voluntary 
controlled school in Hertfordshire on the proposal to maintain or raise the PAN for their 
school.  
 
PANs for all community and voluntary controlled schools in Hertfordshire for 2020/21 are 
available at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions2020 
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